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Bear with the seeming contradiction: Cass County gained more people over the past year than North Dakota did in the latest census estimates.

Thats right. Cass Countys estimated population grew by 2,424 during the year ending July 1, 2007, a period that saw North Dakotas overall population gain 2,255, according to new census figures.

Burleigh County followed with a gain of 1,633, as North Dakotas gradually rebounding population has spread to fifteen counties, many clustered in the western oil patch.

But the exodus from most rural areas in the state continued, with the remaining 38 counties shrinking in the estimates, which explains how Cass County managed to gain more people than North Dakota.


Have we reached the point that Cass is now such a powerhouse from the east that they just continue to keep drawin g from other places? asked Kevin Iverson, a research analyst for Job Service North Dakota who tracks employment and population trends.

Iverson and demographer Richard Rathge, director of the North Dakota State Data Center, both expected the energy boom in western North Dakota might mean population growth in Bismarck-Mandan would overtake gains in Fargo and West Fargo.

But that didnt happen, according to the estimates. Morton County, which includes Mandan, grew by 355. Many of the other growth areas are in the states western oil patch.

Surprisingly, Grand Forks County dipped by 151, according to the estimates, and Ward County, which includes Minot, lost 179.

Rathge and Iverson expect the continued energy boom, as well as high farm-commodity prices, mean population growth will continue. Still, Iverson said, Cass Countys job growth continues to outpace other areas, according to the latest employment figures.

Tellingly, more young adults are sho wing up in North Dakotas population and employment numbers. Thats an important segment because it includes most new parents, and therefore likely is a harbinger of future growth, Rath-ge said.

Although North Dakotas estimated population has been gradually rising since 2004, the state still lags behind the 2000 census count of 642,200. As of July 1, 2007, North Dakotas estimated population was 639,715.

Clay County grew by an estimated 706 people, bringing Fargo-Moorheads estimated population, composed of Cass and Clay, to 192,417, an increase of 3,130 over the past year.

David Martin, president of the Chamber of Commerce of Fargo Moorhead, attributed the growth to business expansion and relocation, growing enrollment at North Dakota State University, and Fargo-Moorheads increasing role as a retirement center.

Brian Walters, who heads the Greater Fargo Moorhead Economic Development Corp., said the metro area has about 3,000 unfilled job openings.< /p>


We have more jobs than people right now, he said. While the short-term outlook calls for more growth, sustaining that growth over the long term will be a challenge because of demographic trends and the relative lack of emerging industries, he said.

To keep growing, Fargo-Moorhead must draw from a wider area. Doing that will require growth in key sectors, such as biotechnology.


Were going to have to see the wage rates go up to attract more people, Walters said.

North Dakota population gains, losses
Gain Area 2007 2006 % change

2,424 Cass County 137,582 135,158 1.76% 

1,633 Burleigh County 77,316 75,683 2.11% 

355 Morton County 25,926 25,571 1.37% 

318 Stark County 22,458 22,140 1.42%

283 Williams County 19,540 19,257 1.45% 

Loss Area 2007 2006 % change

-286 Stutsman County 20,480 20,766 -1.40% 

-262 Richland County 16,498 16,76 0 -1.59% 

-228 Pembina County 7,531 7,759 -3.03% 

-207 Walsh County 11,011 11,218 -1.88% 

-179 Ward County 55,927 56,106 -0.32% 

Area Minnesota county gains, losses
Area 2007 2006 gain/loss

Becker 31,964 31,816 148 

Clay 54,835 54,129 706 

Hubbard 18,781 18,648 133 

Norman 6,685 6,751 -66 

Otter Tail 57,031 57,213 -182 

Wilkin 6,418 6,484 -66 
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